
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Berkmar Middle School’s Summer Reading Program is designed to help our entering 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students understand that reading is enjoyable in 
addition to acquiring information. It is well known that reading is essential to providing a solid basis for academic achievement. Most of all, reading is fun!   
   
All students in grades 6-8 are required to read a book during summer break. Students in grades 6-8 are to choose one book from the following lists. Students will 
be given a reading assessment at the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year.  It is recommended students read more than one book from the list.  

 

On her first day at her new school, Penelope--Peppi--Torres 
reminds herself of these basics. But when she trips into a 
quiet boy in the hall, Jaime Thompson, she's already 
broken the first rule, and the mean kids start calling her the 
"nerder girlfriend." How does she handle this crisis? By 
shoving poor Jaime and running away! 
 
 
 
Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different 
backgrounds with personalities that are explosive when 
they clash. But they are also four kids chosen for an elite 
middle school track team—a team that could qualify them 
for the Junior Olympics if they can get their acts together. 
They all have a lot to lose, but they also have a lot to prove, 
not only to each other, but to themselves. 

 

 

Thirteen-year-old Bina has a long summer ahead of her. 
She and her best friend, Austin, usually do everything 
together, but he's off to soccer camp for a month, and he's 
been acting kind of weird lately anyway. So it's up to Bina to 
see how much fun she can have on her own. At first it's a 
lot of guitar playing, boredom, and bad TV, but things look 
up when she finds an unlikely companion in Austin's older 
sister, who enjoys music just as much as Bina.  

 
 
 
Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who 
mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. As a ghost, he 
observes the devastation that's been unleashed on his 
family and community in the wake of what they see as an 
unjust and brutal killing. Soon Jerome meets another ghost: 
Emmett Till, a boy from a very different time but similar 
circumstances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
We are Respectful, We are Responsible, We are Ready! We are Readers! 

 

 

It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly chat-
-by themselves, with no adults to listen in. There, in the 
room, they soon dub the ARTT Room (short for "A 
Room to Talk"), they discover it's safe to talk about 
what's bothering them--everything from Esteban's 
father's deportation and Haley's father's incarceration to 
Amari's fears of racial profiling and Ashton's adjustment 
to his changing family fortunes. When the six are 
together, they can express the feelings and fears they 
have to hide from the rest of the world… 

When her best friend dies under mysterious 
circumstances, Sophie sets off to stay with her 
cousins on the remote Isle of Skye. It's been years 
since she last saw them--brooding Cameron with his 
scarred hand; Piper, who seems too perfect to be real; 
and peculiar little Lilias with her fear of bones. Still, 
Sophie never expected the strange new rules the 
family now lives by: Make no mention of Cameron's 
accident. Never leave the front gate unlocked… 

In his meteoric, thirteen-year rise to fame, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. led a mass movement for Civil Rights 
-- with his relentless peaceful, non-violent protests, 
public demonstrations, and eloquent speeches. But 
as violent threats cast a dark shadow over Dr. King's 
life, Swanson hones in on James Earl Ray, a bizarre, 
racist, prison escapee who tragically ends King's life. 
 

From the time he is a young boy, Neftalí hears the 
call of a mysterious voice. Even when the 
neighborhood children taunt him, and when his 
harsh, authoritarian father ridicules him, and when 
he doubts himself, Neftalí knows he cannot ignore 
the call. He listens and follows as it leads him under 
the canopy of the lush rain forest, into the fearsome 
sea, and through the persistent Chilean rain on an 
inspiring voyage of self-discovery that will transform 
his life and, ultimately, the world. 

While we understand you may be unable to obtain a new book, there are additional sites, which allow free audio and 
pdf book versions. Please use the following sites to help you read books this summer.  
Audible Stories:  
https://stories.audible.com/discovery/enterprise-discovery-21122355011?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_ds_dpsh_cntr-3 
ESL Bits (please pick carefully- some are inappropriate for younger students)  
http://esl-bits.net/ 
 
Another great resource is the Gwinnett County Public Library- you have the ability to check out books as well as 
audiobooks.  
https://www.gwinnettpl.org/ 
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